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Farwell Ditch

Constructed between 1876 -1878, the 18-mile
Farwell Ditch was reportedly the first ditch in
Routt County. While subsequent irrigation works
in Routt County came to be primarily associated
with agriculture, the Farwell Ditch was
constructed to provide water for placer and
hydraulic mining operations at Hahns Peak.
Since the mid-1860s, mining and other resource
extraction industries have played major roles in
the economic, cultural, and social development of
Routt County and the greater region of Northwest
Colorado. From the 1870s – early 1900s, the
region’s Euro-American population was centered
in the “Hans Peak Mining District,” and Hahns
Peak was the first seat of Routt County from 1877
– 1912. The construction of the Farwell Ditch
represents the shift from simple, low-cost placer
mining by individuals on their own claims, to the
more consolidated, capital-intensive, and
industrialized hydraulic mining of wage laborers
paid by small corporations.

Hahns Peak historian Thelma Stevenson
wrote, “We must credit John Farwell with
giving Routt County a mighty big push back
in the days when Colorado’s statehood was
born.” We must also credit Robert McIntosh,
who engineered and supervised construction
of the Farwell Ditch. McIntosh came from
Chicago to Northwest Colorado to work for
Farwell, and he spent the rest of his life in the
area. After Farwell moved on, McIntosh took
ownership of the company and extended the
Farwell Ditch an additional 1 mile to Poverty
Bar. When he died at the age of 86, he was
known as “one of the oldest and best known
of Northwestern Colorado pioneers.”

The Farwell Ditch is also significant for its
association with Chicagoans John V. Farwell and
Robert McIntosh. In the few years he was active
in the area, Farwell significantly aided in Hahns
Peak’s early development. He is credited for
founding the first wage paying, industrial
enterprise in the County. In addition to funding
the construction of the ditch, he freighted in and
operated the region’s first sawmill, invested in
construction and improvement of local roads,
and the company town
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Entrance to Tunnel Two, about 150 feet long

