A, C, D, F & J. STEAMBOAT SPRINGS DEPOT
Thirteenth Street, Steamboat Springs
The Steamboat Springs Depot, a partial two-story, rectangular-with-a-wing, red brick, rock-andmortar partial foundation, comprised of a lobby/waiting area, the stationmaster’s quarters, and a
warehouse, was designed by Frank Edbrooke. Local citizens convened to raise funds to bring the
railroad to Steamboat Springs in 1906, but plans, funds, and preparations were not finalized until
1908, when the sagebrush was cleared from the site and construction began. The first train
arrived on December 19th of that year via Toponas, Yampa, Phippsburg, and Oak Creek; the first
passenger coach arrived on January 6, 1909, and by July, the Depot, the railroad’s terminus, was
fully operational. The coming of the railroad significantly impacted the area. Mining had previously
been entirely local; cattle ranches began to ship their stock to Denver and Omaha; and a lively
agricultural market that included strawberries, lettuce, spinach, and potatoes could be grown
throughout the County and shipped elsewhere. A large mill that shipped cereals and grains
nationwide was built in Steamboat Springs, and the Cabin Hotel, a grand 100-room facility, was
built across the Yampa River from the Depot to accommodate the many tourists that came to the
area for the healing benefits of the area’s mineral springs, and area called by the Ute Indians,
Medicine Springs. The increase in industry increased the population of the previously isolated
County, added to the area’s economy, and provided work for new citizens even throughout the
Depression years. The railroad and the Depot were abandoned in 1968; the Depot was deeded
from the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad Company to the City of Steamboat Springs in
1971. In the original warehouse section, the one-story portion of the building, concerts, theatre
productions, and art exhibits are at present often offered; the waiting room lobby provides art
exhibits, and the station master’s quarters on the second floor houses the Steamboat Arts Council
offices. Except for the addition in 1972 of four bay windows to insulate the warehouse section, the
exterior of the building remains original. NRHP: 1978.

